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What Does Christmas Sound Like?

Luke 1-2

If you're here this morning, and you don't haveal@eBwith you, slip up your hand. | want to put
a Bible in your hand, and when you get that Biblgant you to open it to Luke 1 and 2, and
we're going to focus in, and we're going to drdinah, but we're also going to kind of look at a

little bit of an overview.

The last few weeks, we've been doing what the ¢hinas been doing for a number of
generations, hundreds of years, literally. As tliwent season approaches, and you know what
Advent means. It means the coming, and it has beed as a celebration of the fact that Jesus
came, but it's also a reminder that He is comiregra@amen? We are in this period of time where
the kingdom of God has broken in, but it has ndly foeen realized, and we have been enrolled
as ambassadors in that. The church sets this tiroel¢brate in remembrance and also celebrate
in anticipation and cultivate these qualities & that came to us because Jesus came and was

born and went to the cross and the cave, and Elmmgng back with a crown, amen?



Now here's what we've look at so far focus-wise:tifleed about hope. Remember that one?
Hope. We talked about: What kind of people are ie2we people of hope? Are we
characterized biiopefulnessor are we characterized like much of the reshefworld of just
negativity? I'm not talking about pop psychology; I'm talkigout where really is our hope. Are
we just going around with the spirit of the agatthothing is ever going to work? That kind of
thing is not a temperament issue; that's a sireisale're to be people of hope. We talked about
taking a scale of one to 100 and sayiigw are we as a family on hope? How are we as a

people on hope? How are we as a church on hope?

Then we talked about love and the most importangtthe biggest commandment, is love the
Lord your God with all your heart and soul and nuidhhis is what ought to be on our mind
every day. When we go to bed at nidbig | love God well? Did | love God welBRvery

morning as we get up, what ought to be on our ngntHow, God, can | love You well?"

Now the third piece of that is joy. Stallsmith pthad a sermon on joy last week. Did you enjoy
that? Did you get that? On joy. Did yeujoythat? You really aren't with me, are you? We may
have to circle and land the plane one more timewlifg said it's the best sermon on joy she's
ever heard. Now, yeah, that's what she said td\oe. she's been listening to me preach for a

long time, but anyway.

This week is the issue of peace. | want to focusnitwo verses. Then | want us to look at the
entire context as a whole. If you have your Bilblere, look at Luke 1:78. This is part of a song

of Zacharias. Imagine you could not speak for atraosentire year. This is what he said after



having been silenced for almost an entire yearsays, "His name is going to be John," which is
grace, and then he goes through this, but focua foinute right there on verse 78. "Through the

tender mercy of our God, with which the Daysprirani on high has visited us..." (Luke 1:78)

Now I'm using a New King James, and | know no ooesdthat anymore, btayspringthere

just means the sunrise. The sunrise from God Isitedius. The sun has broken through. "...to
give light to those who sit in darkness and thedshaof death, to guide our feet into the way of
peace." (Luke 1:79) Now what he's describing tlietbat if you're ever been in a situation
where it's been a hard night and you're just waitim that sun to break through. Maybe it's been
a hard season, and you're beginning to see thgtrags of light begin to break, and as that early

breaking of light, you find your heart just filledth joy.

This December marks the end of the American mylipmesence in Iraq. Amen. | was actually in
Iraqg last week, but Thursday night | was comingoupof the airport, and it was late, and the
soldiers were coming up out of the big, long edocalas the soldiers were coming up, there
were over a hundred people. It was late into tigbthbut over a hundred, maybe a couple of
hundred people, standing there, and they werecjagping for these guys as they were coming
out. There were wives who were running and grabthieg husbands and kissing them, and kids

running and grabbing the legs of their father. Wow!

If you served in Iraq, stand up. Stand up. We wamfive you a hand. Stand up. Stand up if you
served in Iraq. Yeah. Thank you. Thank you. Thamk yt would certainly be our prayer that

that same thing will be true in Afghanistan, amen?



Here's what he says: He says, "Morning has brd&egive light to those who sit in darkness and
the shadow of death..." Look at this phrase. Fooumiit. ™...to guide our feet into the way of
peace.” (Luke 1:79) Think about that phrase. Imagou're just sitting in darkness, you don't
know which way to go, and as this spiritual suntédees place, you see the path, and that's the

path to peace.

Look down to verse 8. It says, "Now there werehie $ame country shepherds living out in the
fields, keeping watch over their flock by night. dbehold, an angel of the Lord stood before
them, and the glory of the Lord shone around thed,they were greatly [terrified]. Then the
angel said to them, 'Do not be afraid, for behblitjng you good [news] of great joy which will
be to all people. For there is born to you this aethe city of David a Savior, who is Christ the
Lord. And this will be the sign to you: You willifd a Babe wrapped in swaddling cloths, lying

in a manger.'

And suddenly there was with the angel a multituidéne heavenly host praising God and saying:
'‘Glory to God in the highest..." Look at this. "...aod earth peace, goodwill toward men!™
(Luke 2:8-14) This is one that kind of always aités me just a little bit because we always
picture angels as sort of naked babies with wihgerally, the wordhostis army! What is here

is an extraterrestrial, cosmic warrior. Every tipoal find them appearing in the Bible, the very

first thing they always say is, "Hey, chill out. Dbbe so afraid.”



Now do you know why they do that? Because thegagyslooking! Angels are not little chubby
things running around. Angels are massive cosmiciova, and here are their words: "Peace.

Peace."

Over in verse 25, you find this man named Simend,Fe has been anticipating, living in
anticipation of this breaking in of the kingdom@®@éd to Israel. Look at his reaction in verse 29.
"Lord, now You are letting Your servant..." Look &id. "...depart in peace..." (Luke 2:29)
There are certain words in certain cultures that@rture doesn't even really have a precise

word for that because they've never seen that.

| really don't know linguistically whether thistisie, but they say people who live in the remote
parts of the northern regions sometimes in theiglege have as many as 19 or 20 different
words for snow. They hawegetsnow andiry snow and all kinds of snow. Atlanta has one word
for snow. It'sparty. It'sschool's outlt doesn't matter. There are snow flurries; dadl National

Guard! | kind of like that. | don't have any degimenave multiple words for snow.

My wife was raised up north...bless her. | rememberfirst time | took her to eat at a Waffle
House. She said to me, "What is that?" | said, $Ehare called grits, sweetheart.” She goes,
"Oh, we have that. We call it Cream of Wheat."itls&No! That is not the same. Cream of
Wheat and grits are not the same.” She goes, "Weahjust put sugar on..." | said, "Do not put
sugar on grits. | have to come back here. My rdjmurtas at stake. You put sugar on grits; this is
going to ruin everything for me. Leave it alon#.dat your grits." She says, "What do you put

on it?" | said, "Butter." She says, "Really? Buttdihey don't have a word for grits.



Peace. We use that wopdaceput we don't actually understand what that wordmae®/hen
the Scriptures speak of the wqrdacethey are not speaking of just the absence of ainffi
you have had children, particularly if you've hadltiple children, and you who have multiple
children know if you have one child, that is one¢hbecause you can just kind of hand it off.
You take turns. You take turns. I'm not sayinging©ne child is easy. Raising any children is

challenging.

You raise two children; you go to man-on-man. "Yake that one. | have that one." Then you
switch off every once in awhile. You get three dhein; you have to go to zone defense. You get
four children; it's not the same at all as havimgé children! You people who know that, you
know that sometimes you say to your children, 'IAllant is a little peace!" Have you done that

with your kids? "All | want is just a little peace.

You're actually not even asking themlite each other at that point. You just don't want them
poking one another. You understand? We have thid ¥ao peace, but mostly what we mean
with peace is that there is not open conflict. Yewot fighting. You're not attacking one

another.

The word the Hebrews used for peace, that God Igazel for peace, is the wosthalom It is
the word they would use for hello. They would s&8halom" As a matter of fact, | have a tee
shirt I got in Jerusalem that sayShalom y'all." Mostly, we don't understarsthalom. Shalom

means wholeness. It means things as they are seghpmbe. It is not just an absence of conflict;



it means healthiness. Even when we use the womtgains prosperity. It means more than just

having enough; it means being satisfied and comtenhat you have.

It's more than just being together; it's jbye of being together. It's more than just feelingyka
with yourself; it's really embracing and recogngi@od has done something amazing. It really is
a kingdom word. It's the word for Eden. It's theadf Eden. It's where the earth and mankind
and God are in harmony. We've lived with so mudhaimony, we don't even recognize it. We

don't know what it even feels like to live in hammyo This is what they're saying: "Peace!"

Here's what | want to do: | want us to do just koiéh quick overview of what's going on here in
Luke because there'santextof Luke which is really, really interesting, whicha political
corruption. There is this time of suffering. Thenfde has been rebuilt, but most of the people
feel like God has really abandoned them. Thereteddd here's Caesar. It's just a hard time
contextually. Then there is thextof the passage, which many of you have read ttietehe

passage.

We've been doing this Advent, and we're going toatloChristmas Eve service. How many of
you grew up going to Christmas Eve services? Howynad youdidn't grow up going to
Christmas Eve services? | did not grow up goinGhostmas Eve services. My wife, she wanted
us to do Christmas Eve services, and | just cotigtarould say, "No. People ought to just stay
home and read the story, and they ought to teltiheir children, and then they ought to hang
out with their family.” She said, "But there areopk who will go to church on Christmas Eve

who will go no other time."



| remember one year we were driving home from nandfather's house, and we drove by a
church, and | don't ever like to criticize churchiast this church was not a church they would be
likely to hear the gospel in. The parking lot wastjjammed with people, and Jody said to me,
"Nobody in that church is hearing the gospel tohigBo | was like Stick a knife in my heart.

said, "Okay, next year, we're going to have a @nas Eve service. We're going to do it in 59
minutes. We're going to come in. We're going tg $ire Christmas carols. We're going to read
the story. I'm going to tell the gospel. I'm gotogsay, 'Merry Christmas.' We're going to light

the candles. We're going home."

I honestly thought nobody would show up. The plaes full, and people came to faith. So next
year we did two. The next year we did three. Tleigrywe're doing like the kids and then three
and then one more. Last year we did the arena.'dtbereality: We desperately need the text,
the story, understanding the story, but what | wardo is | want to take a few minutes, and
many of you understand the context, and many ofwalerstand the text, but | want you to kind

of reach out and think about ttextureof the story.

Luke was probably the most educated of any of #nly elisciples, followers of Jesus. He was a
physician. He was an amazing historian. What He tsl in Luke is he decided he was going to
an orderly account and he was going to interviesveyewitnesses. What you find in Luke 1 and

Luke 2 is this series of really songs, five songs.



Now | have to tell you, I'm comfortable in my mawldo | like guns, | eat meat, | can camp out, |
like motorcycles, but | have a confession...| actullle musicals. If that lowers me in your
level of manhood, I'm in trouble because | dorst jolerate them; | actually really, really like
musicals. I'm talking about all kinds of musicdlbke Chitty Chitty Bang BangMan, | love

Chitty Chitty Bang BandiVhenever I've see@hitty Chitty Bang Bandpor days afterward I'm

going around, "Chitty Chitty Bang Bang, | love y@&ang Bang. Chitty Chitty Bang Bang."

| like The Sound of Musi€The hills are alive with the sound of musiclike it as well as
Terminator.I'm telling you the truth. I lik&ingin' in the RainThat's not good, you knowldve,
love, lovemusicals. You know what my favorite musical 55 Mis.If you have never gotten
into Les Mis you are cheating yourself. It is one of the naaazing stories. How many of you
have seehes Mi% I've seeiies Misat least a dozen times. Yeah. I've skes Misin London,

in New York, and Brookwood High School, and the Fbke worst one was the Fox.

I'm no professional on this at all. | just like whiing it. Right before the intermission, the
different scenes of what has happened, the singgksin and they sing this part, and they end
up in this thing, "Can you hear the people sing8l Yemember this one? Yeah, | wish | could

lead you in it. I would!

Now let me tell you what happens. I'm trying to get into the texture here of Luke. What
happens in Luke is there is this absolutely gresdaendo of Old Testament prophecies. Let me

take you through it just quickly there. In chaptererse 22-45, is the song of Elizabeth.



Elizabeth's name literally means that God keepgkHimises. That's what it means. God makes

covenants. God swears. God keeps His oaths.

So in her very name of her character, she is flmhpriestly line, and she grew up in that
priestly line, and her great melody is when... Elethls that aunt every young girl dreams
about having where you can sit down and pour yearthout to this aunt, and she doesn't say,
"Oh, you're a blithering idiot!" She goes, "Oh,ddn you. | see you. | feel you. Yes, come and sit

down, and let's drink some tea."

When Mary finds herself in this mess not of her mgkthe first person she goes to is she goes
and she finds Elizabeth, and Elizabeth's reactiorot one of rejection. Elizabeth's reaction is,
"How privileged | am that | should be the one ybowdd tell this to. You are blessed, woman."
It's where we get the whole origin of the song "Alaria," if you've ever heard that song.

"Blessed are you among women."

The next song is Mary's song, and it's verses 4648y ...this cast of Mary here. If you could
think of this thing as like a big cathedral, andréis a cast of characters. Two of them are
women. One of them is this ancient woman now whwrégnant, and the other is this peasant
girl who is really a nobody, nobody who anybody Vdothink of asOh yeah, she's going to be
on America's Next Top Model. She's just nobody. Sagieasant. In the political spectrum of

the world, she is a disposable commodity, and Gaddmosen her.
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When you read her song, what you understand is dratedy she is such, even though she's a
child, she's this woman of amazing faith, and glaehes back into the Scriptures she knows so
well. If you have ever read Judges and realizetdXihdges is this day of darkness that lasts 400
years where people forget how to even hear from @sdcepitomized by Gideon who says,
"God, if You are with us, where are all the miraéléEverybody is doing what is right in their

own eyes.

In the Gospels, in those kingdom chronicles, tivenee been 400 years of silent years, and
there's a woman in 1 Samuel, and she is a motleemé&ime literally means grace, Hannah, and
she goes to a corrupt temple and a messed upiaituand all she wants to do is be a mother,
and God answers that prayer, and she names théiSamuel, which means God hears. This
Samuel learns to hear from God, and when Mary sigst's really Hannah's song. There's this

echoing.

Then there's Zacharias. Zacharias is a priestiébias got kind of hard. He's crusty. They've
prayed to have a child. They've never had one.itddlre spiritual lottery, and he gets his
opportunity to go in and offer sacrifices to a téenphere theshekinathof glory has never dwelt.
He goes in, and the angel speaks to him and s#gsy ‘Wwife is going to have a child,"” but even
in the midst of this moment of spiritual ecstasy says, this bitterness, this crustiness, "I'm an

old man. That can't happen. I'm an old man. That bappen.”

God says, "I'm going to put you in quiet time." léawou ever found yourself kind of in time

out? God says, "Zacharias, | like you a lot, bmtdoing to put you in time out.” So for almost a
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year, he doesn't get to even say one single wdrel wWiordZachariasthat whole name
Zacharias,most of the time you'll see it described as Godemaivers, but it's not like God is a

forgetful old man.

When it says God remembers, literally what it maar@God never forgets. God does not forget
His promises. If God says He's going to do somethite's going to do it. God is a God of
covenant, and if God makes a covenant, it's goatbas. Zacharias' very name means the God
who keeps His covenants. When he opens his moeté'shwhat comes out: "God keeps His

Word. God keeps His Wor&halomhas broken in."

So you have Mary, and you have Elizabeth, and ywe Zacharias, and you have Simeon over
here, Simeon who has done nothing but walk aronedemple and pray for the Messiah to
appear. Then when he sees Jesus, he goes, "Nethenmatters now. If | die right now, | die
full. I die withshalom' Then you have this massive chorus. It's not eight to call it a chorus.
They're cosmic, extraterrestrial warriors come doavid they're saying, "Glory to God in the
highest. Peace on earth!" Now do you understartdithan a soldier says, "Stop!" it's not a

suggestion? Do you understand that?

Now we often think this is a prayer. It's not ay@a This is the angelic host. Listen, if you saw
an angel, if an angel showed up with like a SEAdmMegone angel, they would all have to clean
their special equipment. Angels are bad boys! Theyoing, "Peace.” If you had been there,

you'd have gonéYep, | think so. I think it's time. Shalom.
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Peace can't be created by 8kalonis a kingdom term. Peace is not mastgalomis a miracle.
It's interesting because what Moses told Aaroratots the people, "The LORD bless you and
keep you; the LORD make His face shine upon yod,tengracious to you; the LORD lift up

His [face] upon you, and give you peasbdlon}.” (Numbers 6:24-26) Let's bow for prayer.

| want us to take a moment or so, and | don't kadw&re you are this morning. | don't know
where you are spiritually. | don't know if you knake peace with God and the peace of God,

but let me just tell you somethingfhjalomcomes when we run up the flag, that white flag of
surrender, and we say, "God, | can't create péaes't make peace. | can't even be at peace, but
Your kingdom is a kingdom of peace, and Your Wayssthis, 'For unto us a Child is born,

unto us a Son is given; and the government willipen His shoulder. And His name will be

called Wonderful, Counselor...Prince of Peace." dis&:6)

The Prince of Peace. That means like the Prin&¥adés. This is His land. This is His property.
This is what He has, and what He has, if you wiarybuu can only get it from Him. Maybe this
morning, some of you have never run up the whitg #nd said, "Listen, King of Glory, You
who died for myshalom | need You to creatghalomin my heart,” and the sunrise sfialom

will arise in your hearts.

If you're here this morning, and you have neveeirexd Christ as your Messiah, your Prince,
your Lord, your Savior, and this Christmas seasmnwant to just saylhis season, | want that.
I need that. | want Jesus Christ to be Lord of ifiey I've never received Him as King of Glory in

my life, and this morning, that's what | want tgpan in my lifeslip up your hand. | want to
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pray for you. Just slip your hand up right where's@at.l want this King of Glory, this Prince

of Peace in my life.

Okay, | want to ask you another question. If yohieee this morning and you're sayiftpere's
not shalomin our family, or there's nahalomin my heart; there's nathalomin my business;
there's not wholeneskm not going to ask you to come down here, butiewevant to pray for
you. Just slip your hand up right where you'reratu need prayer about this. We're going to

pray together as a congregation.

Okay, here's what | want you to do: If you realtg aerious about that, | want you to keep your
hand up. I'm going to ask everybody to look up ki around you. If you see somebody with a
hand up, | want you to reach over. | want you toymur hand on their shoulder. | want you to
pray for them right here. Let's pray for this ldzhck here. Listen, if you know how to pray, get
over here. Let's pray over these people right eéoene on. Find out their name. Find out
specifically what they need prayer about. Don't pray a general prayer. Pray specifically for

theshalomthey need in their life.

We have prayer teams. Keep your hand up. We'rggdgoipray for you. Don't gd,don't need

this. Listen, if you neeghalom,| know the Prince o§halom.l know the King, and He will give

it to you. If you need wholeness, maybe some ofgr@usick and you need somebody to pray for
you about that. Maybe your business. Maybe youriage. Whatever it is. Right here. Who's
going to pray right here? | need some prayer peogie here. Who wants to hear from the

King? All right. Anybody else? Okay, let's pray.
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