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Do Methods Matter?

Acts 17

Okay, if you have that Bible open, Acts 17. | listel to Brian's sermon last week. It was
amazing, amen? If you missed that, go back and adrit. It was fantastic. You know what's
going on there. They go into Philippi, and then tigppens in chapter 17, they go into

Thessalonica.

If you haven't done this already, write up in thargin of your Bible next to 16, "The book of
Philippians.” Next to chapter 17, write, "1 andl®essalonians." Then they go into this little
town called Berea, and it goes very well becausat\wappens there is that as he opens the
Word... If you look at verse 13, "But when the Jevesf Thessalonica learned that the word of
God was preached by Paul at Berea, they camedlsrand stirred up the crowds." (Acts

17:13)

Now one of the things you need to recognize thatyavhere Paul preached grace, religious
legalistshatedit. They hated it! They told lies about him. lthiad of existed then, they would've

tweeted about it. They would've put him on Facebddiey would've recorded his sermons and



audio tuned it. They absolutdiyatedwhat Paul was doing, and they weren't content jugh

saying, "We disagree. We just don't agree abosit'thi

Let me just tell you something. Always be cautiabsut people who are willing to let you die
for their faith. Did you follow that? Say amen thé&ecause we should be willing to die ér
faith, amen? When we're ready to let somebodydéséor our faith, | don't see that in the Bible.

I know some of you were struggling with that onbaf's okay.

Verse 14: "Then immediately the brethren sent Reualy, to go to the sea..." (Acts 17:14) Now
| want you to see something here. Let's say yoleading a team of missionaries, and revival is
breaking out, and things are going massively vesitept people are really not liking you that
much, and the team gets together and says to kthink you should take some time off, Paul."

Is that going to feel personal to you?

Yeah, it would me! | mean, | would be like, "Heyanva minute! God's hand is on me! Revival

is happening here!" Then Timothy is this young.gd§'s a young gun. He's going to end up
being the pastor of the church at Ephesus, whigbiisg to be a major resourcing center for the
entire... Really, it's going to end up being the nwghificant, influencing center of the church
for the first 300 years. Timothy's there. He's yaude's one who's being influenced, and Silas is
kind of second on the team, and they get togeti@ttzey come up and they say, "Paul, you're

kind of a lightning rod here. You need to lay low.'



Have you ever had something that was incrediblymmegul to you, maybe your own business,
just pulled away from you, taken away from you? élg@u ever had that happen? Have you
ever had something that really was significantda taken away from you, maybe even a really,

really, really good thing?

Now here's the question | have: This is import&ia do you react? How do you react when
whatyouthink is yours is taken away from you? Maybe yoealth! Maybe you've spent your
whole life, and you feel strong, and then you taround and you're just not strong anymore.
How many of you like are over 50? God bless you'r§eot that strong anymore. You do know

that.

Sometimes | think | am, and then | go into the wmeir@om, and | goDidn't | use to have
another 45-pound plate on that? How come my arrasshaking™ow do we react when that
which we think of as ours God says, "I'm going iteeg/ou a little time out here"? Or maybe it's

not even your choice.

So they said, "Why don't you go down to Athens?'but both Silas and Timothy remained
there." (Acts 17:14) Don't you know as he's walkinit of town he's thinking, "Man, God, why
am 1? Revival! These Bereans, man, they're in tioedWW "So those who conducted Paul brought
him to Athens; and receiving a command for Silas &imothy to come to him with all speed,

they departed.” (Acts 17:15)



Now look at this. Verse 16: This is really impottaiNow while Paul waited for them at Athens,
his spirit..." (Acts 17:16) Now I'm reading out ofNeew King James. There are different ways
this is translated. In the King James, it's traesldprovoked.” You who have the New Living,
what is it translated? Paul's spirit was wHaistressedWho has another one? Any other word
translated thereReeply troubledAny others? Huh®pset So Paul is in Athens, and he's
troubled, upset, provoked. | think it's interestibgt me show you a video. | want to show you a

video. This is actually a pretty funny video.

[Video]

Jimmy Kimmel: | issued a challenge to parents of America. | agerdnts to pretend that they
ate all their kid's Halloween candy, and video tdga, and post it to YouTube under the
heading, "Hey Jimmy Kimmel, | Told My Kids | Ate ATheir Halloween Candy," and a lot of
people did, and | guess | didn't expect so muchngry kind of thought the kids would be just
mad. Almost every one of them cries, but we gaind to those children whose tears are about

to be immortalized on television, | apologize irvadce.

Parent: I'm going to tell you what happened to your cariélgke. | ate it all. | ate yours too,

Allen.

Parent: Me and Mommy ate it last night when you were asleep

Parent: | ate all your Halloween candy last night.



Child: Daddy, where's the candy?

Dad: What candy?

Child: Daddy!

Mom: You mean you have no candy?

Parent: | think Adam ate all your candy. | am so sorry.

Parent: | tricked you. | didn't eat all your candy. | triett you.

Parent: I'm very, very sorry, Rachel. | ate all your Halleen candy. How much was it? Oh, oh,

Rachel. I'm sorry. You know | like candy, Racheb ¥u still love me?

Rachel: Nuh-uh!

Parent: Last night | ate all the candy.

Child: What?

Parent: I'm so sorry. It's just I'm pregnant and | getlseblngry, and | ate all of it.



Child: I'm going to check. You didn't eat all the candy!

Child: Can | please get my candy?

Parent: | ate them last night. | took them to work with me.

Child: What! Why did you do that? Ah!

Father: Last night we stayed up and we ate all our candiesyou guys okay with that?

Child: No!

Mother: Why?

Child: No!

Father: Natalie, calm down, Natalie.

Child: Dad, you're ugly!

Parent: | ate all your candy. You have no more Halloweemdydeft.



Child 1: What?

Child 2: Where is it?

Child 1; What the heck?

Child 2: Mom!

Parent: Don't you guys think you ate enough candy lasttfigh

Child 1: No. I only had like one bite of candy. Are you ses? Oh good for you. Now you're

going to have probably get a bellyache. It's why ghouldn't eat so much candy. Mom, that's

two.

Parent: Two what?

Child 1: Two bags of candy.

Child 2: Two plus two is equals five!

Child 1: AJ, you were so close, and did you see how muetd?h went to a lot of houses.

Parent: | know. | ate it all. It tasted so good, especi#iiig peanut butter cups.



Child 2: Oh! You sneaky mom!

Jimmy Kimmel: That's all the sneaky moms and sneaky dads. Ke&lgaay unstable.

[End of video]

Ha ha! Now let me ask you a really simple questionean, those kids are funny, but the real
question is quite frankly.Do you see yourself ther®&b you see conversations you have with
God there? | mean, these parents have the capadityy them an entireousefulof candy, but
the moment what they think is theirs is taken attey basically go into a temper tantrum. |

mean, they just melt down.

Now with a child... | know. Listen, don't even em@ié. It's a cruel video. | understand that. |
get it. They shouldn't have done it. Jimmy Kimnsehot a theologian. | get it. Okay, I'm not
advocating Halloween, so save those emails too!tWvant you to think about with me

is...What do we do when what we think is ours is takesy&

Now I'm not even going to get into the whole issfiithing. You know that. | mean, this is
what God says to do. This is how you acknowledgeykiing you have is His is through that
tithe, but when not just the tithing or offeringsit those things over which we have these
proprietary interests where we say, "God, theresr¥10 percent, and here's some offerings on

top of this, but what about my job and my house mgdamily and my ministry,"” and the my



stuff we've carved out and said, "This is minexpect it to go well because | have this

agreement with You, God. I'm going to do this, &iwai're going to do that"?

Now the church at Antioch had sent Paul out witkcHi blessings of the Holy Spirit, clarity of
ministry, but everywhere he went, not only did la@dnincredible blessings, but if you look at
some of the things that happened... | mean, he igbelde is put in jail. He is falsely accused.
Everything you can possibly imagine happens to b when he gets into Athens...look at
this..."Now while Paul waited for them at Athens..."ot8 17:16) Let's fill in the blank with

some of our common responses.

He was deeply depressed because he had been tei$tida could not get over the devastation
ministry brought him, so he holed up in a hotel.aNPaul got to Athens, for many days he
contemplated his lonely condition there. As Pauhtte Athens, he recognized he had been
taken from a place where they were open to the V@ndithere was a readiness of heart and
there was an eagerness of spirit, and he couldmagrstand why God would put him in a moral
sewer with almost no response and no supportivae,tea he went into a massive emotional funk

for weeks on end.

No. "...his spirit was provoked within him when hevsthat the city was given over to idols."”
(Acts 17:16) Notice what he does. "Therefore hesaad in the synagogue with the Jews and
with the Gentile worshipers, and in the marketplda#y with those who happened to be there."

(Acts 17:17)



Then some of the most interesting ministry happéFfsen certain Epicurean..." (Acts 17:18)
Now that's not like a cook on TV, although thatlsene the idea comes from. The Epicureans
had this idea about life is that the physical idtadre really is, and their idea was more akin to
what we might think of those who had this idea gt seize the day because this is all you

really have. Enjoy life to its fullest.

There were some things about the Epicureans that seally out of hand, but really the core
theology or the core philosophy behind the Epicasesas, "Enjoy life!" The Stoic philosophers
were kind of on the opposite end. You're just sgepdo do your duty. They "...encountered
him. And some said, 'What does this babbler wastai®™ (Acts 17:18) They really can't
penetrate into what Paul is saying there, and trel what is used therbabbler, actually comes
from a slang term of somebody, a rag picker wh&gpgome information here and picks some
information there, and just kind of throws themtatiether. He says, "He's not saying anything

that hasn't been said before."

Then look at this response. "Others said, 'He seerns a proclaimer of foreign gods..."™ (Acts
17:18) Now we read that and that doesn't soun@mtaioous to us, but if you'll remember,
Athens was the place where Socrates was fed tisempaind he was charged with teaching
foreign gods. So when they throw this accusatiois, indictment on the table, this isn't like,
"Oh, I think he's just bringing some foreign gochere." No, this is an accusation that has the
potential to lead to the death penalty. | mears, itha very kind of subtle, and not even really
subtle, really intimidation "...because he preaclwethém Jesus and the resurrection.” (Acts

17:18)
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That's really important there. | wish | had justéis and times and times to go through this
because if you'll remember your history of Westem, and you go back to your philosophy
courses, you'll remember the Greek philosophy datbhB core philosophy, that there is that
which is immaterial and that which is material, dhel material is kind of nasty and the material
is kind of just messy, and it's going to go awand there is immaterial that is really what we

really are shooting for, that mystical immateriadnd.

If you'll remember that story, that core story tdtB's cave. He says imagine somebody is tied
up and behind them is a fire, and they can onlyoseething, and they see this wall, and people
are walking behind them, and they're seeing shadovtke wall, and everything in life is

basically a shadow of the reality. He called itfiwens and I'm not going to dig into this, but let
me just say this to you. It's really important. Muaf the church is basically infused with a neo-

Platonism.

Now by that what | mean is the idea that this wattds flesh, what we do here really doesn't
matter. What matters is out in heaven somewhere:. [8bme just tell you something. If you
grew up in a church that taught we're going toasié we're all going to go off to heaven
somewhere, and you said, "l said that prayerpsteday I'm going to go off to heaven
somewhere," you need to get your eschatology andhjiblical reality in check there because
here is the reality: Revelation 21 says heaveptisadly coming down here. That's really, really

important. What we do here actually really matters.
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You're not going to float on a cloud somewhere witiitle harp in your hand. You're not going
to disappear as a drop in the cosmos somewherkeapdrt of this mystical reality people think
of as God. That is Buddhism. That is not bibli¢eddlogy. When Paul started talking about the
resurrection from the dead, they go, "What? Are kidding me? We're actually going to have
bodies?" He goes, "Yes! We're going to have restion bodies. We're going to eat, we're going
to drink, we're going to know each other, we'rengdb walk this planet, we are going to be

here." Man!

Listen, all this stuff that's here that's right aigthteous that blesses your heart, the reason you
like it, the reason it resonates with you is beeddesd created you for it. Do you understand
that? When God created... Read Genesis. God cresitiedeat, to drink, to think, to have
conversations and communion with one another, ¥@ kammunion with Him. When you look
at this fall, and if you haven't done it, and yoaM at the tree colors, and when you hear
beautiful music, and when you hear your name fromeone you love, and you sense the
familiarity of the streets you have grown up, Iisteet me tell you something. Heaven is that

times infinity, but it's going to be here.

Here's what's going to happen: God is coming bdesus is coming back. He is going to renew,
restore, and | have this new word | actually pickpdn my brain somewhere when | was
extremely tired. | know where it was. | was in Nagwand you were having the car show. Did
any of you go to the car show? They bring all thegs in that they restore, but you know what
I've discovered about people who restore cars?'fehegt content with restoration. They hyper-

restore. You know what | mean?
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Some of them go, "Oh, we're going to take it backint condition,” but once they get it back to
mint condition, they want a Bose sound system.iMit Aunt Jackie here is on the front row.
They bought a 1964 1/2 convertible Mustang. Do igruember that car? Oh my word, that was

like touching heaven, but they didn't have Bosakpes back then. Look at them.

Listen, when Jesus comes back and He restoresayné 8 supposed to be, as | read it, | really
believe this, and don't think me dogmatic aboud,thut | actually think it's going to be better
than Eden. | do. | think it's going to be like hypestoration. You know why | believe that? It's
because when God does something, He always dersaédingly, abundantly, above all we can
think or ask. That's just the kind of God He is.IlKesto surprise you. He does, and when He

surprises you, you know what He wants you to doWhlets you to gaOQh! Wow!

Right out there, there's one red tree left thaeslst. You know what? | park beside that tree and
talk to it. Two weeks ago when | left, | said, "Héyng on there. I'm coming back. Hold those
red leaves. God made you to be red. Hold on.aygu for that tree. | know that sounds really
crazy, but | was so happy to come home last nightas from Nicaragua), and | pulled in this

morning, and | saw that red tree, and | said, "Gobdtree. Good job, God."

Now I'm going to tell you something. Some of youkwaround not drawing in the blessings of

God because you draw into yourself, and let meytel| always forever there will be things to be

depressed about, and there will be things you gal &od about. You have to choose! You
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have to choosédm | going to go into this funk, am | going tonegself be sucked in, or am |

going to just praise God and worship God?

You may be goind.isten, there's no way | can praise God with theg wam. There's no way |
can sacrificially give. There's no way | can be pyjpecause | don't have the job or | don't have
the houselListen, | have traveled enough to know people oanih adobe huts and eat rice and
praise God, and if we can't, we are not praising;®e are praising ourselves and our

circumstances.

Most of us have houses that when people from qthes of the world come they want to know
how many people live there. "What do you do willtlase other rooms?" I'm not going to go
there. | have to cover my points. You'll noticerthare no blanks here. | did that on purpose
because | had no actual aspirations to cover edletlpoints, but I'm giving you something here to
dig into because | really think Acts 17 is an inttbdy important prototype model on how do we

reach those people who seem unreachable. If yocertbiere five questions...

1. What did Paul seeWhat he saw was a nation given to idolatry, orty ci

2.How did Paul feelHe felt this jealousy for their worship.

3. What did Paul do?m not going to try to cover this. I'm going t@ptright there. Let's stop

right here on feeling. There was a nation, there avaity that was given over, they were

addicted to, they were buried in their idolatryd &aul saw the passion they had for their
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idolatry, and the word that is used thergeaousy It's the same word and idea when Elijah saw
the idolatry, when God is called a jealous God. ®otted at their passion for actually the
things of these false gods, and it broke his Heectuse he wanted to see that same passion for

God.

I can understand why he'd feel that way. Okays Ebp for a minute. Think about thiddan,
Georgia killed yesterday didn't they2ah. Who did they play? | actually knew that. Bewood
won. Clemson? What happened to Clemson? Did they Whey won. Did Tech win? Tech lost.
Who did they play? Who? Virginia Tech. Well theyshdn't have won that game. Virginia

Tech's tough. Brookwood won.

Now here's the question: How many of you yestewiatghed your favorite team and
somewhere during that time you went, "Yes! Yes!Y¥=s! Yes! Yes! Oh no! It can't be. | don't
even know if | want to go to church tomorrow"? WsBandy wearing a Grayson tee shirt

because he lost a bet.

We as a community... I'm going to tell you somethifilge gods of our community are athletics
and academics and money. When our kids get goajftdn! When our kids make great
gradesWow! When our kids score on the SAWow! When our kids get those prime plump
positions on the football team or the basketbalirter cheerleading, we carry on about that
endlessly. There's nothing wrong with those thitgs,let me just say this to youThey are

poor gods.They are poor gods.
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We need to be convicted, provoked, jealous foiptmsion that belongs only unto our holy God,
and we should be deeply convicted not only aboutommunity, but about our community,
and not because we are too energetic about thiagjsite good, but because we are

underwhelmed by an overwhelming God.

| told you what we we're going to go. We're goiagpen the Bible, we're going to pray, and
we're going to worship. We've opened the Bible.W/grayed. People have to make choices. If
you look at that passage, this is what Paul dids&lé, "You need to make a choice. Are you
going to live in that idolatry, or do you want terge the God, the King of the universe, who is

Jesus Christ?"

Now some of you, you may have never made that idecithat you want Jesus Christ to be King
and Lord of your life, and this morning I call yeuthat choice. This morning I call you to who
is King and who is Lord, and if you do not knowue€£hrist as King and Lord of your life, this

morning | would like, | ask you, | beg you to comé the kingdom today.

Some of you, you came into the kingdom a long tage, but you've had two feet over like this.
You just keep going like this. This is what Elijshid. He said, "How long will you halt between
two opinions?" You know what thiagalt means? It means you're crippled. You're just back a
forth over between two decisions. This is whatdgss"Choose you this day who you will
serve.'Make a choice. Make a choice. Let's bow our helanisl, thank You for You. Lord,
thank You for Your Word. Thank You for the modelsuwhave laid out before us, which really

is really about You.

16



